
Rugby and Coventry Retired Greyhound Trust 
www.watchkennelsrgt.co.uk 

E 

Email:greyhounds@watchkennelsrgt.co.uk 
 

 TEL/VOICEMAIL 01788 833 855  
VISITORS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY PLEASE 

What we do… 
*For over 35 years the RGT has been finding loving homes for retired racing greyhounds. We take them in when  
   they retire and look after them until a suitable home can be found for them. 
*We are a branch of the only nationally registered charity that concentrates solely on the rehoming of greyhounds.    
*All our dogs are neutered, micro chipped and have current vaccination certificates. They are also up to date with    
  worming and flea treatment when homed and come with a lead, collar, house collar and muzzle. Other items can 
  also be purchased from us. We offer full support and advice for prospective/existing owners. 
Why do we do it ? 
*Because we know that GREYHOUNDS MAKE GREAT PETS and deserve a life after racing. 
*Despite popular misconceptions they are gentle and adaptable making them ideal family pets, require little 
  exercise and they can live happily  with other pets, sometimes even with cats, hens, rabbits, rodents etc 
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        DOGS OF THE  
              MONTH                    
DACANGO KID     BRINDLE DOG    4.11.01                       
‘TANGO’ was returned to us because,very sadly, after 
2 years at home his owners have emigrated.  
 NOW TANGO HAS FOUND HIS SOUL MATE: 
  FABULOUS ARIZONA   BD BITCH     1.1.07  
‘FIFI’  is a stunning looking, brindle girl. She can be 
quite shy in new situations but with Tango by her side 
she has blossomed.She loves to receive and give lots of 
affection. These two are the perfect couple and really 
want to stay together. Tango also shows  his tender 
loving side more now as he is so happy with Fifi. 

DON’T FORGET : WE HAVE NEW POSTERS TO DISPLAY AT YOUR DOCTORS/DENTIST/
VETS/WORPLACE/LOCAL PUB. CONTACT US IF YOU WANT US TO SEND ONE TO YOU 

Greyhound Tails 
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 Dates for your diary - keep this page handy 
 

SATURDAY MAY 1st ‘MEET & GREET’ BLOOMS of RUGBY 1.30—4.00 
BLOOMS Garden Centre, Bourton on Dunsmore, Rugby CV23 9QG (Just offA45) 

Once again we will be having a Meet & Greet outside the main exit.  
 

SATURDAY MAY 8 th  1.30 –4.00pm ULLESTHORPE GARDEN CENTRE 
Ullesthorpe Garden Centre, Lutterworth Road, Ullesthorpe, Leics. LE17 5DR 

Join us for our  MEET & GREET to show our lovely greyhounds to the public   
v  
SUNDAY 16th MAY        CANINE CAPER & ANIMAL ANTICS         11-4.00pm 

Coventry War Memorial Park , Kenilworth Road Entrance, A429 Coventry  
Charity Stalls, Try Your Dog at Agility, Nuneaton Clicker Display Team, Essex Dog Disply 
Team and the Dog Shows:   All Entries between 11.00 & 12.00.             

SATURDAY 5th JUNE RGT GREYHOUND EXTRAVAGANZA 
 Animal Health Trust, Kentford, nr Newmarket, Suffolk  CB87UU  Registrations 9.00am 

Show for  pet greyhounds/lurchers of all ages. Free Parking, Childrens Entertainment, picnic area etc. 
Registrations from 9 am or online at www.retiredgreyhounds.co.uk  
 

THURSDAY JUNE 10th  7.00 for 7.30    QUIZ NIGHT + FISH & CHIP SUPPER 
Ex Servicemens Club, High Street, Hillmorton, Rugby ,CV21 4EH 

Chris tells me he has been developing a new format for our quiz but is being highly secretive about it ! 
Can’t wait. Orders for Fish or Sausage & Chips by 7.15 please. 
 

SATURDAY 12th JUNE 1.30 –4.00pm ULLESTHORPE GARDEN CENTRE 
Ullesthorpe Garden Centre, Lutterworth Road, Ullesthorpe, Leics. LE17 5DR 

Join us for our  MEET & GREET to show our lovely greyhounds to the public 
 

SUNDAY 20th  JUNE 10.00 am         THE GREAT BRITISH GREYHOUND WALK 
Ryton Pools Country Park, Ryton Road, Bubbenhall,Ryton on Dunsmore CV8 3JB 

As usual we will meet at the RGT Table near the refreshments and Main Car Park BUT at 9.45am. We 
will all set off together at 10.00am sharp. We are hoping to get press coverage for this event.    Don’t 
 forget £2.00 in change for car park. Sponsor sheets available in line or £5.00 entry per dog 
 

SATURDAY  26th JUNE    1.30 –4.00pm ULLESTHORPE GARDEN CENTRE 
Ullesthorpe Garden Centre, Lutterworth Road, Ullesthorpe, Leics. LE17 5DR 

Join us for our  MEET & GREET to show our lovely greyhounds to the public 
 

SUNDAY 11th JULY      DOGS TRUST OPEN DAY/GREYHOUND DAY 12pm– 5.00pm  
Berkswell & Balsall Common RFC, Honily Rd, Meer End, nr KenilworthCV8 1NQ  

 

SUNDAY 8th AUGUST      11.30—3.30pm      - BEN TOWN THORNS SUMMER FETE 
Easenhall, Rugby CV230JE 

 
 

SUNDAY 29th AUGUST 11- 4.00pm RSPCA DOG FUN DAY  
Riversley Park, Nuneaton, Warwickshire 

 
 

SATURDAY 18th SEPTEMBER GREAT GREYHOUND GATHERING NOTTINGHAM 
NOTTINGHAM RACECOURSE,Colwick Park,Nottingham NG2 4BE 

                                  Dog Show and Family Fun Day with Sponsored Dog Walk 
 

SATURDAY DECEMBER 5th 10.00– 1.00         CHRISTMAS FAIR DUNCHURCH 
Dunchurch Village Hall,       Rugby Road A426,    Dunchurch CV22 6PN 

A great success last year which we hope to repeat. Offers please for helpers both in the kitchen, on stalls, 
setting up and clearing away. If you want a stall please contact Sari asap  
 
NB 2 Poss dates for ULLESTHORPE GARDEN CENTRE June 12 or 26. Please ring 01788833855 
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GREYHOUNDS HOMED THIS YEAR– 15  
We always let you know how many greyhounds we home but what is more important is finding the right homes 

THIS IS FOR ALL FACEBOOK FANS !!! 
We now have our own Facebook Page. 

 RUGBY AND COVENTRY RETIRED GREYHOUND TRUST  
Become part of our Group. You can post news and pictures of your dog/s as well. Calendar reminders etc will be on it (when I 
get the hang of it).  Many thanks to Joanne Capp for setting it up. 
Please join but don’t be offended if I don’t ask you to join my personal page. That is for my family only. 
 
Also check out these two brilliant boys also on Facebook: There’s no end to the accomplishments of some of our greyhounds !! 
                                                                                                                                         JOKER DOG               WOODY CAPP 

In all seriousness this is another way of introducing our greyhounds to the public and hopefully convincing more eople that a 
beautiful greyhound is the dog for them. 

 Homing news -  Who’s Gone Where ……….. 
MARCH—APRIL: 

SUGAR (Icemaid Snapper) has found her perfect home with Diane & Alan Hextall. They have  
              previously owned dogs but she is their first greyhound and it is mutual love  and  
              admiration all round. 
 

HARRY (Shelbourne Harry) is now loving his new home with Vikky & Andy Johnson, Keyleigh 18,  
             Niall 16 and Dennis 11yrs. A busy family with Tess the Patterdale Terrier, some ferrets, 
             racing Pigeons and chickens. Harry has taken it all in his  stride and settled into family life 
              very quickly. 

 

HAMISH (Bryn) who is such a gentle, loving but big boy has become the much loved addition to the 
              family with Ruth & Stephan Harley and 2 yr old Susanna. She loves her new dog but knows 
              he is not her plaything and he has a special place to rest. 
 

GIZMO (Prodigy Gizmo) has been adopted by Wendy & Andrew Webb. Their lovely Oscar 
              (Maxilla Mamba) died last October. Gizmo is quite a character and colour from Oscar & is 
              bringing new joy to life for Wendy and Andrew.  

MONTY (Mothball) Kym & Tim Evans fell for this lovely boy and he quickly picked them.  He has a  
              few idiosyncrasies but they are working on those and wouldn’t change him for anything. 

 

JOE (Joes Chip) This is one really happy ending! Adele & Paul Wain had adopted Joe a  couple of  
          years ago. He had to come back to as the advent of their beautiful new baby girl Lily was     
         fraught with difficulties - Adele and baby Lily were seriously ill for a long time but all is well  
         now and Joe is back home where he is really happy again. 
 

REO (Romeo County) Vida & Wayne Morris fell in love with Reo and he and their elderly 
         Greyhound Totty got on very well together. Reo needed a canine companion as well as 
          his humans as he can be a bit scared of new experiences. 
 

MADDIE (Maxilla Minerva) has become a very special member of the Wilson family: Marie 
           & Denny, Sapphire 13, Eve 6, Jimmie 5 and Smudge the cat. She is their perfect dog. 
 

LOUIS (Markland Louis) has found a fantastic home with Andrew Litten. Louis is his first 
            Greyhound.- Andrew has always owned Labradors in the past and he is delighted  
           that Louis is so affectionate although a bit nervous of others dogs at present. 
EARL (Princethorpe Earl) is enjoying his new home with Ian & Jane Bridgman. Sadly their  
          Labrador Bonnie died in January and they have chosen Earl who has also made  
          friends with SADIE (Nametab Mumbles) owned by Carl & Sarah Bridgman. 
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CORNS & GREYHOUNDS 
I have worked with racing greyhounds for nearly 30 years and could count on one hand any that I have handled that had corns 
whilst racing. The surface that a greyhound races on should be meticulously prepared and maintained to prevent injuries to the 
feet- in particular the pads. Small bits of grit or other foreign bodies can get into the feet bearing in mind the high speed the dog 
is running at. In the past most tracks had grass surfaces and in my opinion less likely to lead to foreign bodies that could  
develop into a corn. All greyhounds I have raced or bred have never been road walked but exercised on sand or grass.  Also, 
after the race the dogs’ feet should be meticulously washed in warm water, using a nail or toothbrush, to ensure the pads are 
clean and haven’t picked up grit etc. Pads should also be checked for cuts or abrasions and treated as necessary.  
I am seeing more and more retired greyhounds with corns, often misdiagnosed and treated (at great cost and anxiety to the 
owner) as shoulder injuries etc etc. We will look at this again next week: 1. How are some owners  managing the corns. 
 2.Alternative treatments.  3. Some possible causes and why they seem to be increasing.  We will also be asking owners to 
 respond to a simple questionnaire.  
Richard Torr, who specialises in treating racing greyhounds has given us some information on treatments he uses. Sari Pearce 
 

Treatment of Corns & Foreign Bodies in Retired Greyhounds Some Notes From Richard Torr MRCVS 
Corns cause serious lameness and are an important welfare problem. They are under diagnosed with many dogs undergoing 
extensive x rays of other parts of the limb and invasive tests before anyone even considers the simple corn as a cause of the 
dog’s pain. 
Here at Canine Sports I see corns frequently and experience tells me that there is rarely a one size fits all solution. Corns are 
made up of very hard keratinised skin and are cone shaped, the broad base of the cone breaking out through the sole of the foot 
and the point sometimes going as deep as the deep digital flexor tendon. For the dog this like walking on a drawing pin and any-
one that has suffered a verruca can understand how the dog may feel. This can be further complicated as often in untreated 
corns a fluid filled blister occurs at the point of the corn causing pressure and extra pain.  
The pad responds to injury by forming hard skin so foreign bodies embedded in the pad can look very much like corns and to 
complicate matters corns act like foreign bodies and cause more hard skin also the damage caused by a foreign body penetration 
can lead to a corn! 
I think that corns may be caused by damage from foreign bodies, walking on hard ground excessively (especially when corns 
are on middle two weigh bearing toes), injury to the last bone in the toe or possibly there may be a viral component, more re-
search needs to be done 
At Canine Sports the first thing I do is take x rays of the affected toe to check there is no foreign body, a common story is that a 
piece of grit is removed from the pad at some time and the problem is thought to be solved and the problem recurs a few months 
later. I have a high resolution digital X ray system and take multiple shots at different exposures as pebbles glass and grit all 
show up differently. This is also important as some corns are related to changes in the end bone of the toe due to old fractures 
and in these cases the dogs require surgery to the end joint of the toe to correct the bony problem. If there is a foreign body I 
mostly remove it unless it has migrated to a part of the pad where it has deemed to become inactive. Removal can be difficult as 
glass can migrate right through the flexor tendon into the toe joints especially if it has been left. Often doing this and coring out 
the hard skin or “corn” is curative once the foreign body has been removed, but in some cases the damage done sets up a perti-
nent corn which causes a chronic problem. Once a foreign body or bone damage is eliminated as a cause I treat chronic corns in 
the following ways: 

Pare back the hard skin to the base of the corn releasing any “blister “ fluid, I repeat this again 10 days later then 1 month 
later and show the owner how to do this weekly, use softening agents on the pad this works well in many cases and 
often the dogs will allow ongoing treatment without the use of anaesthesia. Some corns will virtually disappear simply 
because trimming them below the level of the pad surface prevents them being pressed into the pad and evoking fur-
ther keratin production 

Corns which don’t respond to this are frozen using a liquid nitrogen spray on three occasions, this helps many dogs, the 
initial treatment has to be done under General anaesthesia as it freezes quite deep and is painful, subsequent treatment 
can be done conscious 

With Corns unresponsive to this I have used thermo cautery and burnt the corn to its base this has worked in some cases 
obviously this is under anaesthesia 

Surgery to remove p3 and reposition the pad can move the corn off of the load bearing part of the pad, this can cure  but 
often moves the corn to a place where it does not make the dog lame as long as it kept soft and trimmed 

Ultimately Amputation of the whole toe should be considered in long standing cases we do these to “racing specification” 
preserving the web so the other toes are supported. 

I have found wedge resections of corns curative but I suspect the first three points would have worked in these cases and even 
with this invasive surgery corns often return. I no longer do this as the wounds take ages to heal and often break down making      
  the cure worse than the disease. The best advice is to check your dog’s pads  daily by wetting them with water and looking for  
                                                                               surface irregularities. Don’t use toughing agents on pads, keep them soft. If  
                                                                               you dog gets a foreign body or  puncture wound in its foot, even if you get it  
                                                                               out, cover the hole immediately and ideally get it x rayed by a vet with a high 
                                                                                resolution system. If you don’t want spend the money doing this every time 
                                                                                the dog pricks his foot, poultice  the foot for 5 days using Animal Lintex and  
                                                                               keep covered until healed, if  the dog is still lame after 10 days get it X rayed.  
                                                                               Finally if you think you have a corn get it looked at by a vet who has  
                                                                               experience with corns in order to avoid  unnecessary investigations and  
                                                                              discomfort for your dog. 
                                                                  ©30/04/2010 Richard Torr reproduction by permission only all publication rights 




